PRESS RELEASE

Final draft

ALMEIDA OPERA 2007

Thursday 5 – Sunday 22 July

Includes

· Errollyn Wallen and April de Angelis: The Silent Twins  
· Peter Eötvös: As I Crossed a Bridge of Dreams
· New Work from Streetwise Opera 

For its 16th annual season of contemporary opera and music theatre, Almeida Opera presents a programme which includes the world premiere of a specially commissioned work by Errollyn Wallen and April de Angelis, the UK premiere of distinguished Hungarian composer/conductor Peter Eötvös’s As I crossed A Bridge of Dreams and the world premiere a new piece created by composer Orlando Gough and Streetwise Opera, the opera company . Details of further projects and complementary concerts and events will be released in April.

The season is presented with the generous support of the Peter Moores Foundation and Arts Council England.  Performances of The Silent Twins are supported by Columbia Foundation, San Francisco.  The season is curated by Almeida Opera producer Patrick Dickie. 

Further press information from:

Sophie Cohen on 020 7428 9850  sophiecohen@blueyonder.co.uk
The programme

The Silent Twins

Music:  Errollyn Wallen
Text: April de Angelis

Based on The Silent Twins by Marjorie Wallace

5,8,14 & 16 July at 8pm

Director: Martin Constantine

Conductor: Tim Murray

Cast includes:  Talise Trevigne, Alison Crookendale, LaVerne Williams, Marie Angel and Andrew Rees.

Almeida Opera 2007 opens with an Almeida commission: the world premiere of Errollyn Wallen and April de Angelis’ expressive new opera The Silent Twins.

The story of June and Jennifer Gibbons has been well documented, through the book “The Silent Twins” and articles by psychologist Marjorie Wallace.  Wallace first met the sisters, daughters of West Indian immigrants, in Broadmoor in the 1980s, where they had been sent following a wave of teenage burglaries and arson attacks in their hometown of Haverfordwest, Wales. 

What she discovered were two girls with a fierce and terrible bond: ‘born in captivity, trapped in twinship’. Unable or unwilling to communicate with those around them, their world consisted wholly of each other.  In private, they developed their own idiosyncratic speech and, fancying themselves as bohemian authoresses, wrote novels and short stories, bombarding publishers with their work. As teenagers, they styled themselves as outlaws, discovering drink, drugs and sex, dating the boys from the local American air force base. When Wallace caught up with them, it was to discover a peculiar and sad story: the Twins were beginning to realise that their mutual dependency was becoming destructive.  And one of them was growing up.  Within hours of being released in 1993, after twelve years in Broadmoor, Jennifer Gibbons died of no discernable cause, ‘releasing’ June to a normal life.

Errollyn Wallen is as respected a singer-songwriter of popular songs as she is a composer of contemporary classical music. Born in Belize, she gave up her training at the Dance Theatre of Harlem to study composition at the universities of London and Cambridge. She founded her own Ensemble X and its motto 'we don't break down barriers in music... we don't see any' reflects her genuine, free-spirited approach and eclectic musicianship. She has received commissions from institutions such as the BBC and the Royal Opera House and has also performed her songs at venues ranging from nightclubs to the Edinburgh Festival.   Her most recent opera Another America: Fire, was commissioned by Almeida Associate Artist Josette Bushell-Mingo for Push 2005 and performed at Sadler’s Wells.

April de Angelis wrote the libretto to the award winning Flight (Glyndebourne Youth Opera) and Pig, both with composer Jonathan Dove.  De Angelis began her career as an actress with the Monstrous Regiment before turning to playwrighting, initially with the award-winning Breathless in 1987.  She has subsequently written 18 plays, including, most recently Wild East (2005) and the collaborative play Catch (2007) both at the Royal Court Theatre.

American soprano Talise Trevigne (a recent, highly acclaimed Violetta in La Traviata at San José Opera) sings the role of June Gibbons, with London-based contralto Alison Crookendale as Jennifer.  Young director Martin Constantine scored a significant hit at Grange Park opera last year with his production of L’Elisir d’Amore.  Music Director of Tete à Tete, Tim Murray conducted Jonathan Dove’s Tobias and the Angel at Waterloo Church as first production of Young Vic’s Walkabout season.

Prices- £27.50, £22, £15, £6  concessions available

Peter Eötvös: As I Crossed a Bridge of Dreams

9 & 10 July  at 8pm 

Sound theatre
(Scenes from the 11th century Japan)
Text from the diary of Lady Sarashina, Year 1008, Japan
English translation: Ivan Morris, Penguin Classics Ed. 1975
Libretto: Mari Mezei
Preceded by a performance of Peter Eötvös’s ‘Songs for Polly’, for solo cello/reciter

Director: Patrick Dickie

Sound Design:  Ian Dearden for Sound Intermedia

Peter Eötvös calls his 1999 composition “sound theatre”.  In As I crossed a Bridge of Dreams theatrical elements develop sonically; image and sound blend and merge into one another, the lyrics cross the border into a music that suggests the evocative image of a dream play.  The work is based around excerpts from the diary of an anonymous Japanese court lady known as Lady Sarashina (“Sarashina Nikki”), dating back to Japan’s “Golden Age” in the 11th century.   In a voyage of longing, the authoress leads us through supposedly real episodes in her life, past natural phenomena to magical characters.

The Almeida perform Eötvös’s ‘version for theatre’ that Eötvös prepared for performance in Berlin last year.  It uses tape, alongside live alto and contrabass trombones.   Eötvös is currently revising the piece for the opera house, for premiere in Lyon in 2008.

 “This narrative is reflected in the multilayered sonic space of the music. The concurrence of imagery and sound mirrors the borderless world of the protagonist’s imagination, reflected in various instrumental layers of sound. The inner life of the Lady progresses in unison with the sonorous sound shadows of trombone, bass trombone and three voices. Other instruments, electronically amplified and expanded, create a densely atmospheric sound space that envelops the audience.”  www.eotvospeter.com
Prices:  £22, £15, £6  (concessions available)

Streetwise Opera: Folksong Opera (working title)
21 & 22 July  at 8 pm,  4pm (matinee 22)

Musical Director/Composer: Orlando Gough

Director:  Emma Bernard

Streetwise Opera’s mission is to give people who have experienced homelessness opportunities to further their personal development through participation in music making of the highest professional quality and to promote more positive attitudes towards homeless people. They do this by working closely with homeless and housing agencies across the UK (and most recently in North America) where they run a programme of weekly workshops of all musical styles and other related activities. Their annual professional music-theatre productions give participants the opportunity to be involved in something of quality in front of the public – where there is no compromise in standards but participants are in a framework that is inclusive and supported by professional performers and homeless staff.   For their fifth anniversary season, the Almeida plays host to Streetwise Opera’s Folksong Opera.

Many people come to London from around the world seeking opportunities and sanctuary, including travellers, asylum seekers and refugees.  And, each new arrival brings with them traditional song – from nursery rhymes to more developed folk idioms, protest songs to traditional chants.  The Folksong Opera project uses these songs as a starting point, collecting the individual musical footprint of each participant through a series of workshops.  The resulting piece, arranged by composer Orlando Gough, directed by long-time associate, and former Jerwood prize nominee and Young Vic/Genesis Foundation director Emma Bernard and features Gough’s 16-voice vocal ensemble The Shout alongside thirty or more participants who will tell a story of the diversity of people coming to London and the sharing of disparate cultural identities.

Prices:  £22, £15 & £6  (concessions available)
Booking Details

Box Office:  020 7359 4404 
On-line: www.almeida.co.uk  <http://www.almeida.co.uk>  
Almeida Theatre, Almeida Street N1 1TA

Further press information from: Sophie Cohen on 020 7428 9850 sophiecohen@blueyonder.co.uk  
