Jeany Spark, playing Lucy Davenport in Waste at the Almeida Theatre, 25 Sept – 15 Nov 2008:
‘I had no idea that I was going to be an actress.  My plan when I went to university was always to be a writer.  So I doggedly and happily spent 3 years at Oxford doing my English degree; digging deep into the writing of dramatists, novelists, poets and the whole gamut of writers from the dark ages of Old English onwards.  I loved the cut-and-thrust of academia, but in my first year I accidently fell into acting (quite literally, on the way home from the pub one Tuesday night) and, like a first love, it wasn’t long before it became my whole world.  14 plays and a BA later, I won a place to train at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art.  Another three years later, last July, I graduated.  After my first couple of jobs, I got a job as an usher at the Almeida, my local theatre.  I loved the work, the place and the people: it is the perfect place to work in between acting jobs.  As well as the theatre shows, I also ushered on other events at the theatre, and one of these was an acting masterclass with Sam West.  I hadn’t had an acting job for a couple of months (which seemed like an age), and had been feeling a bit down in the dumps.  Sam’s masterclass – which broke down and workshopped different texts for an audience of drama students – brought back to me with full force all of the joy of acting that I had forgotten in the day-to-day of life after drama school: the tests and stretches of the rehearsal room, the exploration of text and character, the excitement of discovering new people and places.  I went away with a new sense of purpose, enrolled on a workshop with Complicité, and set my mind to auditions with much more enthusiasm.  It made me pull myself up, and almost immediately the work began to come in.  
In the spring of this year, I heard that Sam was going to direct Waste by Harley Granville Barker at the Almeida.  I had studied Granville Barker at university, and having read the play I immediately wrote to Sam with a dual purpose.  I wanted to audition for Waste, but I also wanted to thank him for his masterclass and the turning point it had been for me: after all, these unknown effects on an audience are what our professions – both as actor and director – are all about.  I auditioned in June and was thrilled to get the part of Lucy Davenport.  Rehearsals start next week and I am hugely excited; moreover, it will be very strange to be on the stage at the Almeida instead of watching from the darkness of the auditorium!’
Jeany will also be appearing on BBC 1 in Tess of the D’Urbervilles (starting on Sunday 14th September; and in BBC 1’s Wallander with Kenneth Branagh in November).
