Rosmersholm Podcast

Helen McCrory talks about her character.
Well Rebecca is an immigrant and she’s living in a country she doesn’t come from and she wants to change it. She’s an idealist, like lots of people now with Gordon Brown coming in and what people felt about Tony and everything, who’s going to be the new Mayor? You know, are you going to vote for Johnson, are you going to vote for changes that are happening all the time. These were people who wanted to change it, they were left wing and there was a right wing government at the time and they were idealists. Rebecca is at a disadvantage, one because she is an immigrant and secondly because she comes in as a servant. She is a nursemaid so she’s not really at an equal with everybody.

Paul Hilton talks about his character
I play Johannes Rosmer, he’s right on the cusp of a crucial change in his life, I don’t want to reveal much more than that but he’s really struggling with that very question. He does have his head buried, its something our director, fabulous director Anthony Page, refers to quite often, he’s an ostrich, he has his head in the sand quite a lot rather like their situation he’s enlightened by Rebecca and her experience and her views because he’s lived a very, I wouldn’t say sheltered but he’s lived in a position of authority and influence and he’s had to hold a very strong moral centre.

Paul Hilton talks about the play
Ibsen himself, for him this play was about that very thing, about the struggle that all human beings have to ally their convictions with their actions and in this play it’s very clear that this is what’s going on. Its entirely about his love for her, his life changed when she walked through the door and it takes the course of the play for him to realise that. You know how her earth shattering influence has been for him and the ramifications of that and the repercussions of that have been tragic, we learn that through the course of the action.

Helen McCrory talks about the play
One of the things that Rosmer is dealing with, that Rebecca is dealing with, one because of her terrible secret and secondly because of the pain his family has caused the village that he lives in over the years. They both believe in this because, of course, they want to free themselves from their past. And that’s a big thing in the play, is it possible to escape from your past

Helen McCrory talks about the play
The reason it’s a great play is because it’s a thriller and all the way through it you see on stage a family that’s been effected, a group of friends that have been affected b a woman’s death The woman’s death and a political change  have come together a year later and so the play begins. The huge privilege of doing a play like this is that how often are you going to see an Ibsen play you don’t know the ending of? Ibsen is very famous because he’s one of the best writers of  the 20th Century, 19th Century and to be able to work on a classic that isn’t know, it’s a great privilege.
Helen McCrory talks about the politics of the play
The play starts on the evening just after the left wing government got in and what that does to a country, everyone will remember that, when Tony Blair won and now with the election campaign, what’s that like to be caught in the middle of it, people really did believe that can change the world and people still believe they can change the world. 
I mean look at the American elections, I mean people are, you might say completely innocent about their ideals, but they are not innocent about the ways they carry them out. People are political animals and Rosmer is a political animal, however he may not have been in a position of political power himself, he comes from a very important family, he’s a Rosmer, that’s the equivalent in the States of you’re in the White House. I mean they’re people who make the world go round in this village and however innocent you might be because you haven’t got your hands dirty yourself, when you come from that sort of background.

